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Editors” preface

When a Finnish Archaeology Professor reaches the age of 60, s'he is usually given a special gift in
form of a Festschrift book and/or a banquet symposium will be held in his honour in the afternoon,
followed by a festive dinner and a jolly good evening. As in the case of Mika Lavento, we all knew he
would be approaching this age but until spring 2021, this topic was somehow avoided. The turning
point was the weekend of May 15/16 of that year and here comes the story on

...how this book was conceived:

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic Petri and Volker had not met each other for several months, and
on Friday, May 14, 2021 at least the terrace of the Manala Restaurant in Helsinki’s city centre was
open again. So, we met on that day already in the afternoon as everything closed already at 5 pm.
In the course of a conversation, Petri asked Volker did he know that Mika was going to be 60 years
old next year. He did not. Petri then asked Volker further if the staff of the discipline of Archacology
had already started planning the Festschrift for Mika. No, was the answer; there were no plans. Petri
stated that it is not too late to get it started, a fact which made Volker an uneasy subsequent weekend
which ended on Monday morning by calling Kristiina. Drawing from Petri’s memories, in the days
that followed “Volker said to me that they have decided to plan “The Book’. He also said, he and Kris-
tiina plan to send an e-mail to everyone as the Festschrift’s editors, but they wanted me to join the
editorial team’. Petri confessed to only have time for such after Christmas but not earlier. That actually
fitted nicely as Volker and Kiristiina would both be more occupied in winter/spring of 2022 than in
the autumn of 2021. Consequently, an okay was given by all the three, now being proper Editors,
knowing that this venture would become tough as it had to be scheduled along normal Museovirasto
and Yliopisto tasks and, in the cases of Volker and Kristiina, with two major ERC research projects in
which two dozens of collaborators are being supervised. So, this book was ultimately baptized with
some beers on the terrace of Manala, then written by 72 colleagues, friends and former students of
Mika, from eight different countries, in three different languages; peer-reviewed by another 40 col-
leagues or so; and edited by three colleagues and friends of Mika, with the help of countless other
colleagues and friends, and all to be completed in 10 months for the occasion of his 60th birthday

on March 29, 2022.
Memories
When I, Petri, came to study at the University of Helsinki in autumn 1982, I got to know Mika at

the parties for Archaeology students, especially the Christmas party and sauna nights organized by
students. Mika had started his studies earlier, which is why we did not meet at lectures. Mika was an

MASF 10 Oodeja Mikalle | Odes to Mika | Oabl Muke
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active person in the student organization Fibula, and he also recruited me to its board. Fibula was an
important player for students, and for Mika as well. As a consequence, Mika also got to know students
in Turku and Oulu Archaeology and, in addition, he also became acquainted with Nordic Archaeology
students. When Fibula made an excursion to Tallinn, Pskov and Riga in 1985, Mika was especially
acquainted with Estonian archaeologists. These friendships still last.

Mika’s interest in Archaeology focused on ceramics studies and on natural scientific methods.
However not uncritically, because — if I remember correctly — Mika and I wrote an article together
for Varelia (the Archaeology student’s journal in Turku): “Natural sciences are a good servant but a
bad master’. Or something like that. Mika and I thought archaeologists need to take the initiative
when it comes to lay out questions, not letting the natural sciences decide what archaeologists need
or can study. Mika has had this in his mind all along, while he has carried out research. Particularly
close topics for Mika have been geochemical disciplines and statistical analyses. On these topics, Mika
has done both fieldwork and desktop research, as well as laboratory work. In 1983 when I was an Ar-
chaeology student on the training excavation in Inari, Lapland, Mika was working there as an already
experienced student. He also wrote an article with his teacher Christian Carpelan on the phosphate
and calcium analyses of the Nukkumajoki winter villages in 1996. Mika had already written a book
on phosphate analysis with two colleagues before in 1989.

During those years, Mika worked at the Finnish Heritage Agency as a field archaeologist. He took
part in several excavations and often his main interests were related to the use of scientific methods in
the course of surveys and excavations. Quite soon afterwards, Mika joined the staff of the Department
(now Discipline) of Archaeology at the University of Helsinki as an Assistant. He took part in the
Department’s projects and his interests were orientated towards the Early Metal Age and the regions
of Karelia and Lake Saimaa. He finished his PhD-thesis in 2001 and joined permanently the staff as
University Lecturer; in 2004 he was appointed Professor of Archaeology.

I worked with Mika in the end of the 1990s and again from 2003 to 2012 at the Department
of Archaeology. Mika’s research interests were still orientated towards Lake Saimaa and the Karelian
Isthmus, but now also to the study of ceramics. These also attracted Mika’s attention and I participated
with him in the archaeological field expeditions to these regions in the form of training excavations
and surveys.

In the end of 2005, Mika’s interests re-orientated towards the north when archaeologists from Fin-
land, Sweden, Norway and Russia organised SAMIARC (the Sdmi Archaeology network) which took
place from 2006 to 2010. Mika and I actively participated in it. A number of seminars and workshops
were organised within the framework of this network. Networkers met each other in many places
in Fennoscandia and Russia: Rovaniemi, Lovozero, Helsinki, Jokkmokk, and St. Petersburg. During
those years, we participated in the ‘Home, Hearth and Household in the Circumpolar North’ project
and in connection with it, Mika participated in fieldwork expeditions to Kola and Siberia.
of degrees. The staff of the Department found that now was an opportunity for change, and they
changed it quite radically: From the teaching of prehistory it moved to the teaching of Archaeology.
Mika and I actively participated in making the change, and the next step was to write a book for those
who intended to study Archaeology. The book ‘Johdatus Arkeologiaan’ (Introduction to Archaeology)
was published in 2008, written by more than 40 archaeologists, and Mika was one of the editors. The
next book was to re-write the prehistory of Finland. ‘Muinaisuutemme jiljet’ (Traces of our antiquity)
and it was published in 2015; Mika wrote the Bronze Age and Early Metal Age chapter.

The University of Helsinki has been a big part of Mika’s life, but we must not forget that there
is more to his life as an Archaeologist, namely he has been actively involved in association activities.

He was the chairman of the Archaeological Society of Finland (1999-2002) and the Finnish Anti-
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quarian Society (2010-2016). In these positions he has been able to enhance the prestige of Finnish
Archaeology.

I have known Mika for almost 40 years. We previously studied together, worked together, partic-
ipated together in association activities, and cooperated in several segments until these days. It has
been a pleasure to know Mika for such a long time, and I hope that our cooperation will continue
for a long time to come.

Kristiina only got to know Mika Lavento better several years after she first met him. In her own
words: My first real memories of him are from Fibula’s little Christmas party in 1993, if I remember
correctly, which Mika had attended every year faithfully. I knew almost no-one there but he started
to talk with me. I was just a geographer who recently had moved into Archaeology and I was more
interested in animals — more specifically their bones — than humans alone. However, Mika has never
questioned me or my research, but only kindly trusted, supervised and encouraged me. For sure,
Mika’s best qualities are that he believes in persons!
we concurrently worked with Mika in the same corridor in Topelia. I remember fondly the coffee
breaks with Mika, Ari Siiridinen, Christian Carpelan, Petri Halinen and Tuija Kirkinen which could
sometimes last until the lunch break (at that time Petri Halinen had a lovely habit of knocking on
everyone’s door saying that coffee is ready). I am lucky to have gotten to know Mika better over the
years, also being lucky to have done my doctoral dissertation under his supervision. Mika’s “Antaa
kaikkien kukkien kukkia” philosophy has provided a friendly and respectful work environment for
students, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers alike. Mika’s natural and inner way of being
kind, and kind to everyone, can sometimes cause challenging situations but his golden heart conquers
all and everyone.

It was a cold and wet morning on the 8th of June 2009. 4 degrees Celsius at 8 o’clock. Volker was
on his way to Topelia for a first meeting with Mika Lavento. Weeks before, while sitting in an Easyjet
plane from Bristol to Berlin and being keen on spending more time in Finland following a holiday to
this amazing country, I had written a letter to him asking for possibilities of collaborating on Corded
Ware culture in Finland and Continental Europe. This seemed from the publications I had gained
about him in the internet to be an area of joint interests. And he really replied! And not only that,
he invited me to meet him in his office which we agreed to happen on this cold and wet June early
morning. Well, my memories of the meeting are very positive as he was nice, friendly and collaborative
but it turned also out, Mika was rather talking not that much. Anyway, we agreed to meet again and
the following year, I spend my first spring in Helsinki thanks to him, having organized a small flat
for me and my partner in Latokartano. It continued with many more spring terms, made possible
by the generosity of Mika as he quietly arranged all necessary paperwork, permissions and potential
organizational problems in the background. Our collaboration on Corded Ware also worked out.
While failing with our Academy applications, despite having received the famous three ‘6’ and overall
‘6’ in one year, we gained smaller funding from the Finnish Cultural Foundation and subsequently
published together a major article (Cramp et al. 2014). Again, it was Mika who quietly arranged for
the pottery samples and made it possible for them to be sent abroad for analysis. Over the years, not
only the professional collaboration flourished but I fondly remember an invitation for dinner to his
home in Kulosaari, to which also Petri and Kristiina came, and which we reciprocated by inviting
Mika and Mervi for a great evening to the T6616 Towers. And of course, many joint visits to various
pubs in the later afternoon, often accompanied by Petri and Kristiina, are coming to my mind as well.

Now, almost 13 years later, and after the milestones of having become a Docent in 2014 and
Visiting Professor in 2018, partially also arranged by Mika, again quietly in the background, I am
now his professorial colleague, office neighbor, joint course organizer, lecture sharer, co-evaluator for
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MA theses, and friend. I owe him a lot because without his arrangements in the background, I surely
would not be here. So, while a good deal has developed in all these years since I met Mika first, there
is one trait that has not changed that much: He can still be very quiet.

We owe you all a big “Thank You’

The completion of this book would not have been possible without the help and support of many
colleagues, friends and former students of Mika. First and foremost, we would like to thank Mervi
Suhonen, Mika’s wife, who clandestinely worked out Mika’s biography and helped a good deal to
put together all articles for Mika’s literature overview. Next, we are grateful to Maija Holappa, who
tirelessly worked on, firstly, editing and put into right format all authors’” contributions to this book
— 41 altogether with more than 100 figures — and then continued with preface, biography, collected
literature, tabula and author’s addresses. She also set in place, together with Bianca Preda-Bilinica,
front and back covers of the book. Bianca and Kerkko Nordqvist supported us in making sure we
do not leave too many mistakes, typos and errors in the book. Kerkko also checked its Russian text
snippets. Charlotte Damm, Esa Hertell, Paula Kouki and University of Helsinki provided the photos
taken throughout Mika’s professional life as an Archaeologist that we put on the covers and planted
here and there into the book. Many thanks to them for sending them promptly over upon a call.

We are also grateful to all our authors of the Festschrift, 72 altogether, who almost all not only
delivered their contributions by the tough deadline but then also made sure that revised versions
were returned right in time and, in case further corrections were necessary, immediately responded,
knowing time is a critical factor here.

Every contribution in the book is peer-reviewed. We are therefore also immensely indebted to all
colleagues who took part in the peer-reviewing who nearly all responded positive when our request
for help came up, and they also did their part in record turnaround time.

Finally, it is our pleasure to show appreciation to Anna-Kaisa Salmi for having this Festschrift,
without any hesitation, included into the MASF series, thus having become its 10th volume; to the
editorial board of MASF for having sanctioning it without many queries; to Erzsébet Jerem for hav-
ing made its printing possible; and to Tiina Airaksinen and Pirjo Hiidenmaa, Head of the Cultures
Department and Dean of the Humanities Faculty, respectively, who helped us out financially when
costs suddenly rose days before the printing started due to dreadful geopolitical events.

Petri Halinen, Volker Heyd and Kristiina Mannermaa, in early March 2022
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Mervi Suhonen

Lapsuus, nuoruus ja opiskelun alku

Mika Lavento sai kannustusta kaikenlaiseen tiedonhaluun jo isiltidn, kajaanilaiselta hammaslaakari
Ari Lavennolta. Auli-diti on luotettava talousihminen ja lapsuudenkoti turvallinen. Mika ja isi tilasivat
Saksasta tihtikaukoputken ja rakensivat Oulujirven rantaan taivaantarkkailukopin.

Kuhmon kamarimusiikkijuhlilta Mika 18ysi tenhoavan syvyyden my6s omaan pianoharrastukseensa.
Koulun orkesteria ajatellen hin opetteli soittamaan myds trumpettia.

Bussiretki Oulun yliopistokampukselle avasi silmia sille, mitd opiskelu lukion jilkeen voisi olla.
Ensikosketus arkeologiaan tapahtui aiheesta harrastuneiden kajaanilaisten piiviretkelldi Kuhmoon
katsomaan kaivauksia.

Helsingin yliopistossa Mikan ensimmaiinen pddaine oli Suomen ja Skandinavian historia. Jo fuksi-
vuonna opintoihin sisdltyivit myds arkeologia sekd musiikkitiede. Seuraavilla lukukausilla Mika aloitti
teoreettisen filosofian ja luonnontieteet: kvartiirigeologian ja mineralogian. Sivuaineista hin suoritti
cum laude -arvosanat ja valmistui maisteriksi padaineenaan arkeologia.

Pro gradu -tyo Kisitteli Suomussalmen Juntusrannan keramiikkaloytojd. Aineisto oli yksi niistd
runsaista 16ytomateriaaleista, joita Pohjois-Suomen suurten jokien valjastamisen vuoksi tehdyiltd
pelastuskaivauksilta on saatu talteen.

Toissd kenttdarkeologina

Kaivauskokemusta Mika sai ensin Salossa, missi rautakautiselta kohteelta 16ytyi muun muassa varsin
harvinaisia lasisten juomasarvien sirpaleita. Seuraavat kenttitydkaudet hin tydskenteli Yli-Lapissa:
Inarin Nukkumajoen talvikylikohteella sekd Utsjoen Ala-Jalvessa. Vastuulleen hin sai maaniytteiden
ottamisen sek jilkitoissd niiden laboratoriokisittelya.

Kajaanista katsoen olivat Rooma ja Konstantinopoli kuin tarinaa historian lehdilli. Mutta jo
opiskeluaikanaan Mika p4isi antiikin johdantokurssille Villa Lanteen seki arkeologian opiskelijoiden
ekskursiolle Istanbuliin. Kajaaniin hin palasi suorittamaan asepalveluksen Rajajiikirikomppaniassa.

Jo loppuvaiheen opiskelijana Mika tydllistyi Museoviraston toimistotdihin. Tietokoneiden aika-
kausi oli lihtenyt nousukiitoon ja virastossa laadittiin ensimmaistd sihkoisti muinaisjddnnostieto-
kantaa. Maisterinpaperit kiddessd oli sitten mahdollisuus piddstd kaivausjohtajaksi, ja kenttikausilla
1989-1990 Mika vastasi pelastuskaivauksista Rovaniemen Saarenkyldn Piirittivaaralla, joka sittem-
min jii teiden alle.

MASF 10 Oodeja Mikalle | Odes to Mika | Oabl Muke
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Mika taukoa pitamassa Jordanian Pet-
rassa. Kuva E. Hertell 2005.

Kolmostien rakentamisen vuoksi
suoritettiin kaivaukset Janakkalan Vira-
lassa, misti Mikan kenttdarkeologipol-
ku jatkui Himeenlinnaan. Vastapditd
linnaa sijaitsee Varikkoniemi, josta 16y-
tyi monipuolinen myohiisrautakauti-
nen ja varhaiskeskiaikainen asutus- ja
kidsityokeskuksen aineisto. Varikonnie-
mi sai mainetta jopa “muinaiskaupun-
kina”, miti toisaalta kritisoitiin liioit-
teluna. Mika esitti kiistan sovittelua
tieteellisessi  keskustelutilaisuudessa,
jollaisen Suomen keskiajan arkeologian

seura myohemmin jirjestikin.

Yliopistouralle: arkeologian assistentiksi 1991 ja tohtoriksi 2001

Takaisin yliopistolle paluu tuli Mikalle ajankohtaiseksi, kun Arkeologian laitoksella avautui kaksi
midriaikaista assistentuuria. Yliopistoura alkoi syyskaudella 1991, ja kahden tdyspituisen assistent-
tikauden piddtteeksi valmistui viitdskirja, joka julkisesti tarkastettiin huhtikuussa 2001. Tohtorin
paperit Mika otti vastaan dramaattisena paivimairini 11.9.

Viitoskirjan aiheena on tekstiilikeramiikka, joka on yksi varhaismetallikauden (3. vuosituhannelta
eaa. alkaen) saviastiaryhmisti. Savea on kosteana kisitelty ilmeisesti muoteilla, joten astioihin on jii-
nyt nikyviin karkean kankaan pintaa muistuttavaa painannetta. Tydssian Mika jatkaa emeritusprofes-
sori C. E Meinanderin esittimid pohdintoja, ja vertailuaineistoa Suomen l6ydaille hin kerisi Pietarin
ja Petroskoin arkeologisista kokoelmista seki kenttd- ja arkistotdissd Keski-Volgalla yhdessd marilaisen
arkeologin Valeri S. Patrusevin kanssa. Teoreettinen lihestymistapa on hermeneutiikka, jonka tiedon
vajavaisuudelle ndyrd, mutta sen ainaiseen karttumiseen luottava Mika on kokenut omakseen koko
tutkijauransa ajan.

Venijin puoleisen Karjalan esihistoria kiinnosti 1990-luvulla useita suomalaisia ja skandinaaveja.
Yhteispohjoismais-veniliisen yhteistydhankkeen mydti Mika osallistui kaivauksille Adnisen itiran-
nalla sekd Arkangelin oblastissa. Helsingin yliopiston arkeologian oppiaineen jirjestimilld inventoin-
tikursseilla puolestaan etsittiin ja tarkastettiin muinaisjiannoksid Karjalankannaksella: Riisildssd,
Kaukolassa ja Johanneksessa. Riisdldn Pitkdjirven kivikautinen asuinpaikkajiinnds valittiin kesin
2002 opetuskaivauskohteeksi yhteistyossd Venijin Tiedeakatemian Aineellisen kulttuurin instituutin
kanssa (Pietari).
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Mika on hyddyntinyt tilaisuuksia tehdd muinaisjadnnosten kartoitusta myds kaukana kotoa:
yhteispohjoismaisessa tutkimushankkeessa Peloponnesoksella Jeannette ja Bjorn Forsénin johdolla
(1994-1997) seki Jaakko Frosénin johtaman Helsingin yliopiston huippuyksikon Finnish Jabal
Haroun -projektissa Jordaniassa (1998-2005). Luoteis-Kreikan Thesprotiassa Suomen Ateenan-
instituutti organisoi vuosina 2004-2010 maiseman aikakerrosten tutkimushankkeen arkeologisine
kaivauksineen. Niin Aaroninvuorella kuin Thesprotiassakin hankkeiden keskeisiin tavoitteisiin kuu-
lui tarjota kokemusta suomalaisille opiskelijoille ja nuorille tutkijoille, ja heiddn kanssaan Mika on
tyoskennellyt hyvin mielellddn.

Vilkasta tieteentekijielimai alkoi varjostaa epilepsia, jonka juurisyy on kymmenvuotiaan Mi-
ka-pojan pddhin lumipallon sisissd heitetty kivi. Vamma-alueelle lapsena tehty leikkaus auttoi pit-
kddn, kunnes 1990-luvun puolivilissd oli turvauduttava uuteen aivoleikkaukseen. Senkin jilkeen
raskas lddkitys jatkui ja kohtauksista aiheutui vaaratilanteita. Perjantaina 13. toukokuuta 2011 Mika
upposi uima-altaaseen, josta hinet painelu-puhallus-elvytykselld pelastettiin takaisin elimiin. Nyky-
aikaisen epilepsiakirurgian mahdollisuudet antavat uudenlaista toivoa: kolmas leikkaus kesilld 2017
oli riskialtis, mutta onnistunut operaatio.

Kotimaisia opetuskaivauksia ja -inventointeja Mika johti Muinais-Saimaalla (1995-1999): Ristii-
na, Polvijirvi, Kerimiki, Kitee, Ruokolahti. Ristiinassa tutkittiin laakakivistd koottu raudanpelkis-
tysuuni, jonka Mika lukee tihdnastisen uransa vaikuttavimpien 16ytojen joukkoon. Tietokoneavus-
teisten mittaus- ja kartta-analyysimenetelmien, kuten takymetrin ja GIS:n soveltaminen arkeologiaan
(Geographical Information System) olivat 1990-luvun uutuuksia ja metodikehityksen kirjessd. Early
in the North -hankkeessa (=Varhain pohjoisessa, 1994-1997) puolestaan kisiteltiin Pohjois-Suomen
muinaisjddnnoksid ajantasaisten tieteellisten analyysi- ja synteesimenetelmien kannalta.

Arkeologian professorina Helsingin yliopistossa 2002—

(1939-2004) poistuivat arkeologikunnan keskuudesta.

Vakinaisen viran varmistuttua oli aika luopua Topeliuksenkadun yksidstd, johon Mika oli vuosien
varrella lukuisat kerrat kutsunut kollegat ja opiskelijat muun muassa ravintolailtojen jatkoille. Seuraa-
va asunto 6ytyi metroradan varresta, Kulosaaresta, minne asettui myos tuoreechko elimiankumppani,
myShemmin aviovaimo Mervi Suhonen. Professorikollegoihin Mika l6ysi uusia yhteyksid Baltiasta ja
vei samalla suomalaiset mukaan teoriakeskustelujen foorumiksi kdynnistettyihin tohtorikoulutetta-
vien BASE-tapaamisiin (Theoretical Seminar of the Baltic Archaeologists).

Varhain pohjoisessa -hanke seki Karjalankannaksen kenttitydt on julkaistu Suomen Muinaismuisto-
yhdistyksen arkeologisessa Iskos-sarjassa, jonka pitkdaikainen pddtoimittaja Mika on. Muinaismuisto-
yhdistyksen puheenjohtajaksi hinet valittiin kuusi kertaa (2010-2016). ja siitd luottamustehtivistd
kisin pddtyi jirjestelemiin yhdistyksen omistaman metsipalstan siirtimistd uutena perustetun Suo-
men Muinaismuistosdition padomaksi. Sddtion hallituksen jisenend hinelld on nyt ilo olla jakamas-
sa vuosittain apurahoja, miki tutkijoiden ja tutkimushankkeiden ponnisteluja suuresti arvostavalle
professorille on hyvin motivoivaa.

Iskos-sarjan niteitd ovat my6s Rovaniemelld 20006 jirjestetyn saamelaisarkeologian konferenssin
esitelmit sekd Lansi-Uuttamaata monitieteisesti tutkineen Settlemens and Economies around the Sea
-hankkeen (2009-2013) loppujulkaisu. Varhaismetallikauden tutkijana Mikaa kiinnostavat esihisto-
rian ensimmiiset viljanviljelykokeilut pohjoisessa ja kaskeamisen alku. Niitd valottavat siitepdlyana-
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lyysit seki radiohiiliajoitukset, joihin Mika on ollut hankkimassa niytteitd useiden tyéryhmien kanssa
kotimaassa ja kaikissa Baltian maissa.

Ulkomaisiin kontakteihin on rahoitusmahdollisuuksia jirjestynyt European Science Foundationin
kautta (Home, House, Hearth/BOREAS, 2007) sekd Norjan tiedeakatemiasta (Early Networking in
Northern Fennoscandia, 2008-2009). Professorin hallintovelvollisuuksista vapaana tutkijana Oslossa
Mika perehtyi erityisesti aineellisen kulttuurin ja kielihistorian valisiin kytkéksiin.

Esihistoria, menneisyyden tulkitseminen ja sen tutkimusmenetelmien ymmirtimisen ovat hyo-
dyllisid kaikille, Mika sanoo. Hidn on laatinut varhaismetallikauden yleisesityksid (Karjalan synty
2003, Muinaisuuden jiljet 2015, Rajamaa 2020) ja esiintyy kernaasti muun muassa Studia generalia
-luentosarjoilla. Mediaan ei vaatimaton mies itseddn kuitenkaan tyrkytd. Julkisuuspaineiden kannalta
poikkeuksellinen oli Lappeenrannan Huhtiniemi, missi kaivaukset kumosivat sitkedt huhut jatkoso-
dan rintamakarkureiden teloituspaikasta ja joukkohaudasta (2006-2007).

Vuodesta 2012 Mika on Suomen Tiedeseuran humanistijasen. Hin osallistuu eri tiedeyhteisdjen
tapaamisiin mielelldin ja on pitinyt esitelmid muun muassa pohjoismaisissa pronssikausisymposi-
umeissa, Suomalais-venildisissi arkeologisymposiumeissa, Vendjin arkeologien vuotuisessa konfe-
renssissa Tverissd sekd kansainvilisissd fennougristikongresseissa (CIFU). Elokuussa 2012 hin lausui
Euroopan arkeologijirjestén vuosikokouksen (EAA, European Association of Archaeologists) ava-
jaissanat Helsingin yliopiston Suuressa juhlasalissa. Se oli suurin maassamme toistaiseksi jirjestetty
arkeologian alan tapahtuma — 1200 osallistujaa. Seuraava, maailmanlaajuisesti merkittivd kokous on

vedenalaisarkeologian konferenssi Helsingissi kesikuussa 2022 (IKUWA7).

Katse opiskelijoissa, keramiikkatutkimuksessa ja Japanissa

Oman tiedeuransa lihivuodet Mika nikee kiinnostavina. Keski-Venijin museoista kerdttyd varhais-
metallikautisia [6ytojen valokuva-aineistoa ja ajoitusndytteitd olisi kisiteltiving, ja juuri ennen Co-
vid-pandemiaa olivat Patrusev ja Mika aikeissa lihted katsomaan lisid materiaalia Baltian maista
sekd Valko-Venijiltd. Kiinnostavia hypoteeseja tarjoaa se seikka, ettd tekstiilipainanteisia astioita on
valmistettu niilld alueilla, joita suomalais-ugrilaiset kieliryhmit ovat asuttaneet ja joilla sukukieltem-
me puhujia on nyt. Venijin suomalais-ugrilaisten kieli- ja kulttuuripolitiikka ovat Mikalle tahdellisid
my6s M. A. Castrénin seuran hallituksen jisenend, koska sen kautta erddt Suomen valtionavustukset
ohjataan niiden vihemmistojen hyviksi. Nakopiirissa Mikalla on my®s vierailevan tutkijan tehtivid
Hokkaidon yliopistossa alkuperiiskansojen historiaa ja kulttuureja tutkivan kansainvilisen verkoston
jasenend.

Tieteellisen tutkimuksen rahoituspulmat ja yliopistopolitiikka huolestuttavat monia eiki Mika
ole poikkeus. Persoonalliseen tapaansa hin silti etsii etusijalle optimismin ja alati ilmaantuvat uudet
mahdollisuudet. Tallainen on Helsingin yliopiston arkeologian oppiaineen nykypiivi: yhteisé on
kansainvilinen ja monitieteinen, tutkimuslaboratorio uudistettu vastikdin, opetuskaivaukset jatku-
vat kesilld 2022 Ahvenanmaalla. Tohtorikoulutettavat ovat monialaosaajia ja jokainen valmistuva
opinniytetyd professorin aidon tyytyviisyyden aihe. Perustutkinto-opiskelijoista Mika haluaa vilittad
isdllisen opettajan tavoin ja sanoo seminaareja taimitarhoiksi.

Mikan omin sanoin: “Nuorilla tutkijoilla on valtavat miirit mahdollisuuksia, joita mini esimer-
kiksi en osannut itselleni lainkaan kuvitella. Toivon, ettd kaikki uskoisivat ensimmaiseksi itseensi,
koska vain sitd kautta voimme paisti eteenpdin.”
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