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INTRODUCTION

In August 2018, a group of pupils was bent
over a test pit behind the Pateniemi Sawmill
Museum in Oulu, Finland (Fig. 1). The school
of Pateniemi had already earlier utilized local
industrial history in their curriculum and this led
to an idea for cooperation with archaeologists. In
late summer 2018, this cooperation manifested
itself in excavations organized for the pupils of
the upper comprehensive school. The aim of
the excavations was to introduce archacological
methods to the pupils and give them a hands-on
experience with their local history. These exca-
vations were just one way in which our informal
group of archaeology and history students and
researchers has tied their research into public
outreach activities. The industrial past is evident
in many places in the Oulu region and offers
multitude of options for enlivening the past.

We see industrial remains as a resource
when re-interpreted as industrial heritage.
Heritagization is a process whereby memories,
ways of use, and meanings connected to a place
shape people’s understanding of the place as
heritage. Heritagization is thus a product of the
historicized present, not necessarily originating
in the past. (Harrison 2013; MiloSevi¢ 2017: 54;
van de Kamp 2019.) Hence, the authenticity of
a site is not necessarily important for heritagiza-
tion, whereas a personal connection and interac-
tion with the site often become central aspects
(cf. Holtorf 2013 on authenticity).

Our case studies stem from two sawmills
in Oulu region, in Northern Finland (Fig. 2).
Between the years 1873—-1990 a sawmill operated

in Pateniemi. It was founded to serve the needs
of ship building and timber export. Within the
20th century a lively sawmill community devel-
oped in Pateniemi and sport and culture facilities
as well as a school for workers’ children were
built. In 1913-36, there were 1200 employees
at the sawmill. (Laukka 2006; Launonen 2016.)
Gradually the communal buildings ended up in
the ownership of the city of Oulu. After the saw-
mill closed down, its buildings were torn down
in 1994-95. Another sawmill operated on the

o 04

Figure 1. Pupils at the excavations in Pateniemi.
(Photo: Tiina Aikds, 2018.)
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Figure 2. Map of the sawmill sites mentioned in
the text (Map: Tiia Ikonen, 2020, including parts
from Plain map series 9/2020 by National Land
Survey of Finland).

island of Varjakka, some twenty kilometers from
the city of Oulu, between the years 1900-29. It
employed at most 700 people. The area of the
sawmill consisted of a head office, housing for
the workers, canteen, shops, movie theater, and
a fire station. In 1917, a school was founded
near the sawmill area. Contrary to Pateniemi,
the school near Varjakka was not built up by the
local sawmill company. It was a public school
with a strong student base of sawmill workers’
children. (Huhmo 2015: 22.) The sawmill ended
its operations in 1929 and the production facili-
ties were cleared by 1938. Nevertheless, in war-
time 1941-2, Russian prisoners of war worked
at the old sawmill. Later the dwelling houses on
the Varjakansaari functioned as summer resi-
dences for the workers of Oulu corporation until
the last actual inhabitants left in the year 1950
(Oulunsalo 1992; Hirviniemi 1995: 47).

At the moment, Pateniemi is under the pres-
sure of intense town development. The industrial
past is still evident in some remaining buildings,
street names, and vegetation mirroring the old
roads and lots but much is already lost under
the construction sites. In Varjakka, the island
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is left abandoned and the buildings remain un-
used most of the time (Fig 3.). Some of them
have been renovated, others left to decay. In the
mainland, the old housing area by the road is vis-
ible as house foundations. Neither of the sites is
registered in the Ancient Relics Register main-
tained by the Finnish Heritage Agency but both
are defined as nationally important built cultural
environments.

LOCAL SCHOOL RE-CREATING
INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE

The school in Pateniemi has included studies of
local history and history of the sawmill into their
curriculum. Pupils together with their teachers
have planned and actualized a digital history
route in Pateniemi. It consists of 12 signs with
text and photos as well as QR codes which open
links to additional material, e.g. videos. In the
process of making the signs, six older local resi-
dents were interviewed by the teachers. These
interviews have also formed the starting point
for our cooperation with the school. The inter-
views are available for our research and one of



our former master’s students Marjo Juola col-
lected additional interview data as a part of her
traineeship in the Pateniemi Sawmill Museum
(Juola 2020). We reciprocated by arranging an
excavation for the pupils of the upper compre-
hensive school in Pateniemi.

The excavations took place in the area of the
old sawmill in Pateniemi in August 2018. Prior
to the excavations, Aikés and Tkonen had con-
ducted a survey in the area to locate suitable
places for excavations. We probed possible loca-
tions based on historical maps and noted that cul-
tural layers and stray finds were evident around
the area. Three locations were selected based on
the survey. Test pit 1 by a house remain that had
preserved in the middle of three bicycle roads,
test pit 2 by a recent construction pit, and test pit
3 behind the Pateniemi Sawmill Museum, which
is housed in Nikkari’s cabin, built in the 1850°s,
situated in the area of Pateniemi sawmill.

Before the excavations we met the pupils in
the school and gave them a short lecture on the
principles of archaeological research and exca-
vation methods. In accordance with the schedule
of the school, a week was allocated for the exca-
vations. There were altogether 25 pupils taking
part in the excavation during that week. Each
day of the week there was a group of five pupils.
The day included digging but also mapping the
area with a total station and surveying plants that
were possible connected to human habitation.
As one part of the day, the pupils familiarized

Figure 3. Houses at
" the Varjakka island

- (Photo: Tiina Alikdis,
2015).

themselves with recognizing plant remains with
a microscope.

The purpose of the excavations was to see
whether archaeological material from the time
of the sawmill was still evident. To achieve this
small-scale test pits were efficient enough (Aikis
et al. 2020). It was also possible to finalize them
within a week’s time with pupils who had no
prior excavating experience. Trained archaeolo-
gists finished each test pit and took care of the
documentation. In addition, archaeologists exca-
vated the test pit 2 without pupils. There was a
construction site close to the test pit and it was a
safety hazard for the pupils.

Pupils attended the excavations with a vary-
ing eagerness. Participation was voluntary but
some pupils stated that they simply thought that
it would be more interesting than math classes.
Rainy weather combined with only a small num-
ber of finds at the test pit 1 led to some motiva-
tion problems. After the first day, the pupils were
relocated to the test pit 3 and at the same time the
weather also improved. Different tasks brought
variability to the days but still some of the pu-
pils felt that excavating was not exciting enough
and that it was too hard for their back. In a small
group, a person with the role of an opinion lead-
er could easily affect the atmosphere. Another
group of pupils on the other hand, was so exhila-
rated that at the end of the day they wanted to
stay and excavate even longer. Not surprisingly,
finds motivated the pupils. They all wanted to
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work in the square where most of the finds came
and enjoyed inventing stories of the cattle bones,
doll’s foot, and window glass that were found.
The material from the near past was easy to tie to
their personal experiences. Creating these kinds
of narratives together may strengthen the feeling
of belonging to the group as well as to the place.

What we learned from this experience is to
be more precise when planning the excavations
with the school. We had hoped to have more
time with the pupils before and after the excava-
tions but the schedule of the school diminished
our time. We had also agreed that there would be
an adult from the school who was responsible
for the pupils but even though such a person was
present, the control over the pupils was left for
the archaeologists. Hence we had a double role
of inspiring the students for archaeology and
taking care of that they followed the rules of a
school day.

We have brought these experiences with us
when we are planning the next excavations for
pupils. The original plan was to carry these out
in Varjakka in May 2020 but due to the Covid-19
pandemic the excavations were postponed to
2021. We saw that taking part at an archaeologi-
cal excavation was definitely an inspiration for
some of the pupils and gave them a possibility to
discuss the history of their neighbourhood with
archaeologists. Even though the sawmill area is
not listed as an archaeological site, the fieldwork
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process in its entirety undoubtedly amplified the
heritagization of the place.

LOCAL NGO AND MUSEUMIFICATION

In Varjakka, there is a local organization
TaikaBox, which was founded in 2010 by chore-
ographer/dancer Tanja Raman and digital artist/
designer John Collingswood in order to create
new ways to experience dance. In their work,
they pay special emphasis in engaging with the
audience. (https://taikabox.com/.) They have
shown great interest in developing new ways for
the public to interact with the industrial heritage
of Varjakka. TaikaBox has organized art resi-
dences and voluntary work on Varjakka island.
Réman also suggested that we could organize
excavations for the pupils of the local school and
helped us to contact the teachers.

TaikaBox is in the process of creating a
Virtual Reality (VR) museum at the house ru-
ins by the road to the shore of Varjakka. These
houses were built in the early 1920s (Hirviniemi
1995: 39). Nowadays, all that remains are foun-
dations of the houses (Fig. 4). They are not old
enough to be protected as an archaeological site
by Antiquities Act but the area of Varjakka is
listed as nationally important built heritage even
though the house ruins seem to be left out from
this protected area. Before the summer 2020,
the house remains were hard to notice due to the
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1 Figure 4. House ruins
in 2019. (Photo: Tiina
Aikids, 2019.)



Figure 5. House re-
mains with the gardens.
(Photo:  Tiina Alikdis,
2020.)

dense forest. Only one of them was clearly vis-
ible and an information sign standing by it tells
about the old, protected pine next to the founda-
tion - not about the industrial past. During 2019,
the city of Oulu cut down trees by the road and at
the moment, the house ruins are visible and easy
to approach. Raman and Collingswood plan to
make the foundations even more approachable
for the public with this virtual reality museum.
Using mobile devices one can learn how the
houses looked like and what kind of areas of in-
terests people of that time had.

We have cooperated with TaikaBox in the
creation of the VR museum. A member of our
group, an archaeologist and historian Dr Tiina
Kuokkanen who is specialized in the use of his-
torical archival sources in archaeology, spent the
summer 0f 2019 in the Oulu office of the National
Archives of Finland going through the archives
of the Ab Uled Oy's Varjakka sawmill company.
She was able to find information on the former
residents of the houses that can be included in an
anonymized form in the VR museum, for exam-
ple number of residents, their work tasks at the
sawmill, and comments on the cleanliness of the
houses (Aikis et al. manuscript).

To give more background for the realization
of the VR museum, we organized a field course
for the students of archaeology and cultural
anthropology in cooperation with TaikaBox in

summer 2019. During the course we mapped the
house ruins and the smaller outhouses, trenches,
and possible human introduced vegetation. We
used RTK-GPS, total station, and manual map-
ping in order to give the students a diverse learn-
ing experience but also because of the limitations
that the dense vegetation gave to the mapping. In
addition, the students interviewed local elderly
residents about their memories connected to
the sawmill area and their wishes about its use.
Altogether 10 interviews were conducted under
the supervision of university lecturer Anneli
Merildinen-Hyvirinen. Both the data from the
interview and from the mapping can be used in
the building of the VR museum as well as in our
research.

Another way to bring life to the house ruins
was the idea of a communal garden. The Village
Association of Ervastinkyld together with
Réman has organized grow boxes which can
be rented for growing vegetables and flowers
inside the house foundations. The permissions
are obtained from the city of Oulu. We gave
our archaeological consultation on how to im-
plement this plan with the minimum damage to
the material culture. It was agreed that the earth
should not be dug and the grow boxes should be
placed so that they do not contact the founda-
tions. The summer of 2020 witnessed the first
flowers within the foundations. (Fig. 5.) The two
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Figure 6. Artwork inside an outhouse. (Photo:
Tiina Aikds, 2020.)

remains of houses that were allocated for the
gardens were full of grow boxes during summer.
This would indicate that there is a demand for
these kinds of new ways to experience histori-
cal sites. TaikaBox also organized together with
the Cultural Centre Valve an art path where one
can for example experience dancing with mos-
quitos, build stick rya, and make cone cows.
Some of the art pieces alongside the path took
inspiration from those industrial remains and
some ruins were even used as part of art. (Fig.
6.) Observing, exploring, and experiencing this
historical site in different ways may produce a
new sense of belonging to the place. One can
also add self-made, nature friendly art pieces
while following the art path. This may even cre-
ate new kinds of trends to connect to the place.

ARCHAEOLOGISTS, LOCALS, AND THE
HERITAGIZATION

In Pateniemi and Varjakka, the industrial past
was essential for the sense of belonging to the
place for the locals who actively worked on the
heritagization of the industrial area. It has been
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noted also elsewhere that valuing and knowing
one’s local heritage creates a sense of belonging
to the place (cf. Raike et al. 2020, in this vol-
ume; also Hawke 2011). As archaeologists, we
got the positive feedback that we were adding
to the knowledge and value of these places, and
hence contributing to the local interaction with
their heritage.

Both in Pateniemi and in Varjakka, the local
residents were also interested in the past around
them. This was demonstrated for example by
the participation in the interviews and the way
one interviewee told he took care of the remains.
Also, when we were mapping the house ruins in
Varjakka, more than one person stopped on the
road and asked what we were doing and if the
foundations would be affected. Both sites show
how the eagerness of only a few people support-
ed by a local appreciation of the places can lead
to new ways of using heritage. In Pateniemi, the
local schoolteachers were active in bringing the
past into school and in Varjakka, the founders of
Taikabox have experimented with novel ways to
interact with the landscape and heritage within
it. Heritagization is a process of shared mean-
ings and uses of place hence grown out of the ex-
periences and memories of many; in these cases
local inhabitants, teachers, Taikabox, village as-
sociation, and archaeologists.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We wish to thank our colleagues from the ‘Purua
and porua’ research group and all our collabo-
rators and locals who made our work possible.
Thank you also for Suzie Thomas for comment-
ing our paper.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Unpublished sources

Aikis, T., Kuokkanen, T. & Tranberg, A.
manuscript. Oulunsalon Varjakan sahamiljoo

monimuotoisena  kulttuuriperintékohteena.
Tekniikan Waiheita.

Aikds, T., lkonen, T., & Juola, M.
2020. Pateniemen sahayhdyskunta.

Koululaiskaivaukset historiallisen sahayh-
dyskunnan alueella 27.-31.8.2018. Research



report, Laboratory of archaeology, University
of Oulu.

Hawke, S. K. 2011. Sense of Place, Engagement
with Heritage and Ecomuseum Potential in
the North Pennines AONB. Unpublished
doctoral dissertation. School of Arts and
Cultures, Newcastle University. <https://the-
ses.ncl.ac.uk/jspui/handle/10443/1187> Read
3 September 2020.

Hirviniemi, H. 1995. Oulunsalon Varjakka.
Rakennushistoria, kdyttd ja kunnostus. An
unpublished diploma work. Department of
Architecture, University of Oulu.

Huhmo, V.-P. 2015. Salonpdin koulu,
Oulunsalo. Rakennushistoriaselvitys
31.12.2015. <https://www.ouka.fi/docu-

ments/64220/18983876/Salonp%C3%A4%
C3%A4n+koulu/100f8874-2cff-4c04-a2a6-
150e7d5684cc> Read 1 September 2020.

Literature

Harrison, R. 2013. Heritage. Critical
Approaches. London — New York: Routledge.
Holtorf, C. 2013. On pastness: A reconsid-
eration of materiality in archaeological

object authenticity.
Quarterly 86(2): 427-44.

Laukka, P. 2006. Pateniemen laivaveistimo
ja saha 1857-1990. In M. Hiltunen (ed.)
Laivoista lankkuihin. Pateniemen historia I:
15-179. Seinéjoki: Pateniemi-Seura.

Launonen, E. 2016. Koulujen kehitys
Pateniemessd. In E. Saloranta & S. Barck
(eds.) Rannoilla ja raitilla. Pateniemen histo-
ria I1: 126-246. Oulu: Pateniemi-Seura.

Milosevi¢, A. 2017. Historicizing the present:
Brussels attacks and heritagization of spon-
taneous memorials. International Journal of
Heritage Studies 24(1): 53-65.

Oulunsalo 1992. Varjakassa vankileiri sota-
vuosien aikana. Oulunsalo newspaper 19
December 1992.

Raike, E., Henttinen, H., & Saunaluoma, S. 2020.
Community archaeology at the Reposaari
Takaranta historic rock carving site, West
coast Finland. Fennoscandia Archaeologica.

Van de Kamp, L. 2019. The heritagization of
post-industrial re-development and social
inclusion in Amsterdam. Journal of Urban
Cultural Studies 6(2+3): 199-218.

Anthropological

203



	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk48824345
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk48903634
	_Hlk48911553
	_Hlk48912163
	_Hlk48913541
	_Hlk50373219
	_Hlk34404190
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk51531369
	_Hlk51154977
	_GoBack
	THE_ALTA_ROCK_ART_AND_THE_BUIL
	CHRONOLGY_BY_STYLE_AND_SHORELI
	STORSTEINEN_AND_THE_ALTA_ROCK_
	STORSTEINEN_A_SHORT_INTRODUCTI
	DOCUMENTING_STORSTEINEN
	PHASES_FORMS_AND_NUMBERS
	THE_STORSTEINEN_IMAGERY
	PROBLEMATIC_PHASES_AND_CONCLUD
	REFERENCES
	_Hlk52972014
	_GoBack
	_Hlk54005022
	_Hlk50378734
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	Articles
	Anna Jelicic
	The Natural Selection: Reevaluating the Significance of Natural Products in Viking Age Cremation Rituals
	Janne Ikäheimo
	From Obvious to Ambiguous: A Comparative Case Study of Crucible Fragments from a Bronze Age Site in Northern Finland
	Tuija Kirkinen, Jaana Riikonen, Carla Dove & Juha Ruohonen
	The Identification and Use of Fur and Feathers Excavated from the Late Iron Age and Early Medieval (12th–13th Centuries) Ravattula Ristimäki Cemetery in Kaarina, Southwest Finland
	Jonas Monié Nordin & Carl-Gösta Ojala
	An Industrial Revolution in an Indigenous Landscape: The Copper Extraction of the Early Modern Torne River Valley in its Global Context
	Karin Tansem
	Retracing Storsteinen: A Deviant Rock Art Site in Alta, Northern Norway
	Frog
	The Ålandic Clay Paw Rite, the Question of Seals, and Conventions of Interpretation
	Ulla Moilanen & Mikko Moilanen
	An Early Medieval Sword with Unique Inlays from Finland
	Thematic section: Communities and their Archaeologies in Finland and Britain
	Suzie Thomas, Marta Lorenzon & Rick Bonnie
	Living Communities and Their Archaeologies: Northern European Cases
	Ilari Aalto
	Possibilities of Public Excavations in the Urban Context
	Eeva Raike, Hanna Henttinen & Sanna Saunaluoma
	Community Archaeology at the Reposaari Takaranta Historic Rock Carving Site, West Coast Finland
	Gabriel Moshenska
	Archaeological Excavations as Sites of Public Protest in Twentieth-Century Britain
	Notes & News
	Tiina Äikäs & Tiia Ikonen
	Public Archaeology and Archaeologists as a Part of the Heritagization of Northern Industrial Sites
	Book reviews
	Brian Hoggard: Magical House Protection. The Archaeology of Counter-Witchcraft. Berghahn Books, New York 2019. ISBN 978-1-78920-205-2. 336 pp.
	Vesa-Pekka Herva & Antti Lahelma: Northern Archaeology and Cosmology: A Relational View. Routledge, Oxford 2020. ISBN 978-0-429-43394-8. 202 pp.
	Väino Poikalainen & Enn Ernits: Rock Carvings of Lake Onega II. The Besov Nos Region. Karetksi and Peri Localities. Estonian Society of Prehistoric Art & Teadus ja Tegu OÜ, Tartu 2019. ISBN 978-9949-01-049-3. 610 pp.

